
1 
 

Promoting Diversity against the Odds  

An In Practice™ Series by Helen Kelly 

 

Article Three 
Media Foundation Placement Scheme  

How a Regional Media Partnership Is Tackling Imbalance 

…I was impressed by the synergy that can be generated by a group of 

people working together and accommodating their differences to 

achieve their main goal. -- Gordon Chikowore, Trainee Researcher  

 

The Media Foundation 

Placement Scheme is a 

year-long pre-employment 

training scheme aimed at 

giving twenty individuals 

from ethnic minority 

backgrounds the 

opportunity to gain the 

experience, knowledge 

and skills needed to 

compete fairly for that first 

foot on the career ladder 

within the broadcast 

media industry.  

 

Michele Bentham, the local Scheme’s Manager, explained a bit more about how it 

works. “Trainees are based at ITVG, BBC and LIME Pictures throughout fifteen 

departments. Each individual receives departmental training, attends industry-

related development sessions, and has short assignments with regional 

independent production companies. The Scheme is now in its second year.”  

Michele said she is delighted to report that 79% of last year’s trainees secured 

employment within the first three months and, importantly, within their chosen field 

of work.  

I talked with some of the Interns who were thoughtful about the industry and 

exuberant about the Scheme’s benefits.  
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Out of the Blue  

Part of the Scheme is a two-week documentary 

project. Working from a client brief and with an 

Executive Producer, individual groups undertake 

all elements of a film project including research, 

copyright, pitching, cinematography and editing. 

There are two groups: Leeds and Manchester. I 

had the privilege of attending a festival of three 

films at the Corner House, a popular Manchester 

Art Film venue.  

To sample the achievements, watch Out of the Blue, one of the short films I saw. It 

is about hidden stories at Liverpool’s Blue Room, a community-run program for 

adults with … learning difficulties?  

Or so they thought until Blue Room member Veronica took the lead.  It’s touching, 

upbeat and sweet, so don’t be surprised at a tear or two with your smile.  

Production Team 

    

 

 

           Carly Fenn  
 

       

Jackie Okwera  

 
I’ve had the chance to 
make contacts and 
possibly create job 
opportunities - but also 
to learn the simple things 
such as how to write a 
CV. And I've made some 
really good friends!  

 

 
I couldn't have gotten 
all this experience and 
training - or made the 
contacts - without 
MFPS. The scheme 
has been fantastic and I 
feel like I am on the 
way up.   

 

Bobby Ali 

Gordon Chikowore  

 

Jackie Okwera   

Bihn Bui   

 

Melissa Drummond  

Yin Wang    
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Click here to learn more about the Media Foundation Placement Scheme.  

See all three films online at www.itvlocal.com/granada  

 

Once on the page, click Short Films from the left-hand menu.  

There’s a search box so you can put in the name of the film you want to watch.  

 

The other two are …  

Media Impossible  

Catchy imaginative sequence shows just how creative film can be. Bottom line: it’s 

difficult but NOT impossible to take that important first step on the media career 

ladder.  

Production Team 

 

 

Food For Thought   

Creative cinematography takes us into Marie Curie Hospice in Liverpool where the 

caring, sensitive kitchen staff ensure that every life is a quality life. Hat’s off to both 

dedicated teams.  

Production Team 

 

 

 

Nadia O’Connell 

Amanda Quigley 

 

Afreenish Zubair 

Tarik Patel 

Tahira Dar  

Maz Malik  

 

John Pinto 

Daniel Brown 

 

Youlanda Johnson 

Ahmer Iqbal 

 

Carly Fenn  

Gaston Betti   
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