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Internet technology is an elegant, flexible tool and trainers are 
taking full advantage of its potential. Lectures can be longer than 
academic class time allows and illustrated with videotaped 
examples of everything from molecules to machines and people in 
action. Anywhere there is an internet connection, people may 
exchange views and make critical decisions without travelling. 

So we fear it may become tempting to include animal welfare and 
ethical behaviour in online courses, and caution against that 
loudly. Some things must be experienced directly before they will 
touch us at heart, and some things we must discuss openly in the 
presence of others before we will become courageous enough to 
express our true feelings and hear from others. 

Actually, we see sensitivity to animals’ needs and utmost concern 
for their well-being as more in the arena of personal development 
than of education. Personal development entails engagement, 
questions, reflection and open emotional exploration. After all, 
for example, where is it written that we should, and are entitled 
to, use animals in medical research? What shall we do when 
welfare considerations conflict with facility budget and the 
number and type of experiments required to stay afloat? We 
want to use fewer animals but we do not want to use too few 
animals, because then we may waste animal lives; how do we 
strike a balance? 

People do not move from awareness and understanding to care, 
concern and ethical behaviour just because they read or hear that 
care, concern and ethical behaviour are good, right and admirable 
professional characteristics. Rather, a feeling of concern for the 
animal’s welfare, and the courage to confront ethical issues, 
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involves recognition and then realisation that we who are 
entrusted with their care will see to their welfare because we 
want to and choose to do so. 

Certainly we want to make everyone who works with laboratory 
animals aware of facts and figures, regulation and legislation; yet 
we also want people to reflect upon, and discuss among 
colleagues, the difficult questions. 
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